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They will, however, be probably left alone, unless followed up 
by the work of the teacher. The tables of declension and 
conjugation at the end of the book afford opportunity for refer- 
ence and drill. The vocabulary contains nearly two thousand 
words, not too large a number when obtained by reading. 

The book should not be followed by Caesar, but by Viri 
Romae, Eutropius, or other easy Latin. It seems hardly neces- 
sary that the rules of syntax should have been numbered, 
brought in as they are as occasion required. They would pre- 
sent a curious combination if arranged in order of number. 
Names or topics might have been given to them. The book 
appears very attractive. Its success as a text-book must be 
determined by trial. 

William T. Peck 

High School, Providence, R. I. 

Studies in American Education. By Albert Bushnell Hart, 
Ph. D.j pp. vi. 150. New York : Longmans, Green & Co. 
1895. 

Many a lad has been puzzled by the question : How many 
are four apples and three pears ? A somewhat similar difficulty 
must have come upon Professor Hart when he sought a com- 
mon link by which to unite the six miscellaneous magazine 
articles which appear in this volume. Professor Hart finds 
his defence in his educational "credo," which he announces in 
the preface. ' ' That education is substantially one from 
beginning to end, so that the same or similar methods may be 
applied throughout, and that teachers of every grade and 
subject have a common interest, and may learn from each 
other." We recognize the first part as a phrase often on the 
lips of President Eliot, and one which is particularly unfortu- 
nate, since it supports a great truth, that education should be 
a unit, by a false claim, that method should be the same or 
similar from the Kindergarten to the University. No one 
doubts, however, that there are certain principles underlying 
all proper method, and so, if we go deep enough, there is no 
doubt that Professor Hart can find the thread which connects 
his essays beginning with : " Has the Teacher a Profession ?" 
passing through ' ' Reform in the Grammar Schools, " and ' ' How 
to Teach History in Secondary Schools," and ending with 
"The Status of Athletics in American Colleges." Taken 
together they would form an excellent number for any educa- 
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tional magazine, and have just about as much connection as 
such articles usually have. 

As for the essays themselves, however, only words of praise 
ought to be spoken. The style is clear, concise, active, enliv- 
ened by apt illustrations ; " breezy " may perhaps be the word. 
The thought is practical and clear-headed, as Professor Hart 
always is, and the essays themselves have been "brought 
down to date." It is a promising sign of the times that the 
college professor is busying himself with education and its 
problems ; not simply propounding theories and giving advice, 
but taking a vigorous hand in the solution of practical ques- 
tions, as Professor Hart is doing in Cambridge. And this is what 
gives especial weight to words from Professor Hart, even if 
they show a tendency to spread over a somewhat wide field as 
beginnings in any field of science or art always do. 

We venture to predict that while one who begins to read to- 
day will scarcely stop until the end, these essays will have a 
deeper interest in future days, in view of what Professor 
Hart will say and do in the cause of education in time to 
come. W. B. Jacobs 

High School, Providence, R. I. 



NOTES 

The appearance of a new literary journal, backed by a well-known firm of 
publishers, is an event. We have recei ved the first three numbers of The Book- 
man (D odd, Mead & Co., N. Y., $1.50), and they certainly justify a lively in- 
terest in the future issues. The second number contains no less than four 
contributions from members of the faculty of Columbia College. If this in- 
dicates that the magazine is to be in some large degree representative of 
Columbia's literary scholarship, no one will think the less of it for that. Cer- 
tainly the new venture deserves success. 

A new edition of The Philosophy of Teaching by Arnold Tompkins (Ginn 
& Co.) omits the chapter on school management of the former edition, the 
author expressing the hope of giving that phase of pedagogic work adequate 
treatment in a separate volume. Mr. Tompkins takes high ground at once 
in his introduction. "I feel moved," he says, "to show how helpful in prac- 
tice, daily and hourly, are the universal principles which philosophy an- 
nounces." The work is richly suggestive, but it is by no means milk for 
pedagogical babes. The author's ideas seem to us sound, if sometimes a lit- 
tle tinged with transcendentalism. 

As instruments of popular education public libraries certainly rank nex 
to public schools, and both are indispensable. More than a techinal in- 
terest for librarians only thus attaches to the attractive little volume on Pub- 



